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Si-!"—  aii«l  of  <le  itli,  unle^s  liad  been  I'lillv 

EVZBENTIAX..  I  |)i‘rMiii(lc<l  (>l  ilic  tiMtli  of  in'!  reMirrcftioii,  and  li.i.K 

'  '  \  ai  tnally  n  i  t  ivcd  the  Jxiwristliatbadbcfn  proiniMMl 

them;  and  will)  .t-'t'otto  neitliur  of  tlicin  conl>l 
Ot  the  Miracles  or  tiii,  Ap<>>ti.f.s.  ^  jli^  ^  hoc  been  dci-civrd  iheinselvrs.  Bi>i-.>uhthU 

I  hiesh.et.  .■ii  no-iiion,  ih  ir  <  tndm  i,  and  all '.Ik- fo)l<e\,n2  Jiis- 

And  ftar  enmr  upon  rrfry  suul,  ond  many  untultrs  ol'  I'liii'  tiaiiity,  "n  Dcrfeciiv  con- 

(irul  tetre  aotif.  by  thr  ^Ipoatlfs,  ^  For'thev  acted  ;i>  men  natiiially  woidil  do 

,  ,  ,  **•  in  tho'iC  new  and  peculiar  cin  'nn>t.inces. 

Uc  have  seen  how  the  ace  ol  imracleN,  winch  .  .  i-.  •  •  i  •  •  r  ■  • 

1  .  .1  i>  .  I  1  .  .  ..  .  As  the  hi-'torv  ol  this  period  is  ol  infinite  iniiwr' 

ceased  at  the  nanvlonisli  captii  It V,  was  alter  an  in-  .  •.  u  i  •  .  '  .i  i  .  .  • 

.  •  V  4  I  '  I  a  1.  „  1...  I  tance.  If  behoves  ns  to  Eive  the  elose>t  attention  ti> 

terrnption  ol  six  hnndied  years  (in  which  we  lind  .  .  r  .  .  , 

'  .  .  •  V  I  I.,  f  ,  It.  Tlioiiiilt  we  arc  not  in  tin;  simation  ol  in  lir>t 

no  pretension  to  any  such  thiii!')  revived  by  Jcmis,  ,  .  •  .  ■  . 

‘  t  I  •  I  1  I  .  I  ; .  .  ;  iiisciples  ol  JesMs.  exposed  to  pcr-eciiiion  and  deatii 

in  cireiniistanees  III  whndi  It  was  ahsohitclv  nnpossi-  r  ■ 

,,  f  ,•  ,•  .1  ■  ■  I  .  „  Or  onr  lailh  in  his  inissiou,  it  behoves  iis.  as  men 

b  e  for  him,  or  lor  anv  man,  to  have  imposed  upon  .  r  .  i  • 

tlKvse  before  whom  tliev  were  exhibited.'  p.eten.li.ifi  to  reason,  and  pax  ailly  wit.i  respeet  to 

Wehaveseenliow  a-inanofnohmher  rank  than  "  lumii  (on  winch  so  mu.  h  ol  our  present  enjoy- 
.  *1  I  ^  .1  ... .  ..  inrnt,  an  vsill  a-s  otir  !» tulu  pioMa'ct-*,  (  (.uoiiun)  not 

acoiniiion  rajpenter,  Hitli  h'licniH'U,  ami  other  prr-  ^  .  V  .  i  .  .  *  j  ^  /• 

sons  of  no  i;Ieat  edimation,  foi  his  c.vmpanions,  be  nniKj^sC.i  np.vn  la  I .  d.  - ms|.  ad  ..  tti.e 

with  the  j..al..usv  an.l  hatred  .d  all  person,  in  p.,vver,  ‘V*.  .V  >»«'•»- 

.  *  i*  ■  I  II  *-  A  I  ;*i  amiliv  iLe  ariilu  es  i»i  iu.:n  m^tcaa  ol  the  cow- 

or  eriuoent  lor  kriortle<lce.  tT>  conteml  nent  iwi  i  i  i  n  ai  i  i  •  •  i_ 

about  publielv  cminc  nil  sick  peoons,  nmle.  what-  ‘V**’’  .•  ‘fo 

ever  dlscasiMhcv  laboured,  .  ve'n  in  , anitv,v.hemaor  ^  ;"  ‘'ne  that  opened  on  iho 

,  .  I  .u  I  _ 1  „  j  woild  alter  the  death  and  siippo-ei  lesiiriertion  ol 

they  pi esented  themselves ;  rai-inc  seveial  lei  sons  ,  .  i  .. 

■  *1,  .  ,  1  ..  .  •  ;  Jesi.s,  that  we  mav  M'e  whether  llie  la.  ts  corrC'i  ond 

Iroin  the  dead,  and  peilormmc  various  otner  min-  ,  .  .  ,  ' 

cies,ofthe  most  asUishinc  kind;  s„.  h  as  twiee  «*tli  the  snppos,  on.  ol  the  reah  y  ol  that  le.nrrec- 
feedin^  a  great  nuiltitnde  with  a  smam.iantilv  of  >“».  <>r  n;>t ;  takiiu  it  lor  rented  that  , . •man  na- 
.  *  .  ii-  .  .  I  II  •  .1  ■  „  tiirc  was  the  siiim- lilt  II  that  It  Is  now,  and  that  hotli 

provisions,  st  lling  a  tempest,  and  walking  tin  the  sea.  ,  ,  i.  i  i  u  .  .  1  .i  i 

”  V  ..  .  1  1  I  ll  V  wl  o  pn  h“d  (.  hrisli.  nitr,  and  they  to  whom 

His  divine  mission  was  also  afteded  hv  voiecs  liom  .  ■  '  ,  ,  -  v 

,  ,  ,  •  II  u  u-  '  _  It  was  preaehed,  were  mrn,  as  we  are. 

heaven,  but  more  especially  by  hi,  resiineetion  Irom  ‘  . 

the  dead,  after  a  public  criiritixion,  and  in  such  lla.l  the  apo'tl.;,  been  men  who  knew  that  Jesus 
other  eirciinistances  w'th  rcsjiect  to  its  credibility,  |  been  a  meie  impostor,  ami  laid  chosen  (f.rr  any 
that  it  does  not  seem  possible  to  imagine  anv  others  j  reason  that  v>e  e  iiiiuit  well  imagine)  to  eariy  on  tlie 
which  could  have  so  elVecliially  cnsuied  the  belief  |  same  im|)0,tiire  .md  ai;t  in  his  niuiie,  rather  than  in 
of  it  in  distant  ages.  ,  their  own;  and  had  they  been  ae.piainted  with  his 

So  important,  however,  in  the  eye  of  I’ rovidenee,  ;  •'tt'*’  it  is  mo't  piobable  that  they  would,  at  least 
was  the  credibility  of  the  gospei  history,  in  all  hi- 1  begun  with  attem[iting  -omelhing  o!  the  same  kind, 
hire  ages,  tliat  the  scene  ol  miracles  was  not  closed  J  R>'t  the  fii,f  extraordinary  nantiv  e  in  tliei  history 
with  the  resurrection  and  aseention  of  Jcsiis.  The  |  j''  ,ometlniig  <|>iitc  unlike  any  thing  that  we  hnij 
same  spirit,  or  power,  hy  which  Jesiis  worked  inira-  ]  •*'  hi-tory  ol  Jesiis,  and  what  nothing  they  had 
rles  was  transferred  to  the  apo-tles,  and  other  disci- '  ‘'V*cn  of  him,  or,  eoidd  have  learned  ol  him,  .  ould 
pies  of  Jesus,  and  eontiniied  with  tlvein,  a*  fur  as  ,  have  led  them  to  conceive  ;  and  yet.  had  it  been 
appears,  through  life,  though  it  probably  terminated  |  inipo,ifinn.  it  was  the  boldest  that  ever  wa,  th.i’t 

with  that  generation.  This  ffmum  of  the  spirit,]'^  by,  the  most  pracfi.ed  cheats,  and.  in  iheir  cir- 
as  it  may  be  called,  was  promised  by  .Fesns  to  his  ciiinstances,  the  most  unlikely  to  succeed, 
apostles,  when  he  assured  them,  John  xiv.  I-.',  that  The  apostles,  and  other  di-ciples  of  Jesus,  were 
after  he  should  leave  them  they  should  do  even  well  known  to  be  men  in  the  lowest  ranks  of  life, 
greater  things  than  he  had  done  ;  and  before  hi,  as-  wholly  unlearned,  and  a.  fjiiciiitcd  with  no  language 
cention  he  directed  them  to  wait  in  Jeni,aleni  till  besides  tlie^r  own.  Of  this  there  never  was  a  qiies- 
ihey  should  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high,  tion  ;  and  yet  when  they  were  assembled  together 
This  promise  began  to  he  fulfilled  on  the  following  on  the  day  ol  Penteeo  t,  alter  a  soind  usfroni  Ae 
Penticost,  about  ten  days  after  his  aseention.  j  ten,  a  ru.thinfi'  mit'hht  tiitvl  and  the  appearance  of 

On  the  death  of  Jesiis  all  his  disciples  were,  as  J'ame.eof  Jlre  on  the  heads  of  all  the  coinpan,v.  eir- 
niight  have  been  expcete.l,  from  their  having  no  cunistances  which  it  was  inipo>sible  for  them  to  have 
idea  of  .any  such  event,  thrown  into  the  greatest  produced  by  art,  they  all  began  to  speak  di-tinetly 
consternation,  and  dispersed.  Belie  ving  him  to  be  and  intelligibly  in  various  languages,  many  of  w  hich 
the  Messiah,  they  had  (lattercd  themselves  that  he  ha«l  no  iiflinity  to  each  other;  ;md  yet  they  were 
would,  at  a  proper  time,  assume  what  tliey  took  to  ^n^rfectly  understood  by  the  natives  of  all' those 
be  the  proper  character  of  that  high  olfiee,  and  ap-  countries  who  were  present.  The  amazement  of 
pear  as  a  king.  But  on  his  death  all  thcii  liojics  these  p«‘rsons,  who  had  resorted  to  Jems;drm  from 
were  blasted,  nor  can  it  be  imagined,  on  any  prin-  the  nio't  di-tant  parts  ol  the  world,  is  e*pn*s,sed  in 
oiples  consistent  with  human  nature,  t'.i.it  they  would  the  most  natural  manner.  Acts  ii.  b,  '1  litre  teere. 
ever  have  appeared  in  public,  avowing th'insflvcs  to  twtUingul  ^eruji  Jem  Jetrg,  iet'jui  i..en,  uut  of 
be  his  disciples,  and  acting  ashy  authority  from  him,  every  n  ation  vtuler  heuven.  Sow  when  this  tton 
and  continue  to  do  so  through  life,  in  the  face  of  noised  abroad,  the  multitude  came  together,  axtd 
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tetre  r.onjouniltd ;  beeuuie  every  m  in  heiird  them  j 
*peiik  in  hi*  oim  Itine^'if^e.  ^Ind  thei/  were  all 
anvized,  and  marvelled,  anyinfr  one  to  another. 
Behold  are  not  all  the*e  that  speak,  (inlileeans  / 
and  how  hear  ice  every  man  m  our  own  touscue, 
wherein  we  were  born,  Parlhians,  and  .Medes,  end  • 
El  mites,  and  the  dwellers  in  J/eso/nitaihia.  and  ! 
in  Judea,  and  t'app  idoria,  in  Pont  us,  and  ,.d'‘ia, 
Phrys^ia,  and  Puinphilia,  in  Efryvt,  and  in  the 
parts  of  Lybia  about  Pyrene,  and  si  rammers  of 
Rome,  Jews  and  Proselytes,  L'retes  and  .Irobi  ns; 
ice  do  hear  them  speak  in  our  own  tonirnes  the  won¬ 
derful  works  of  fiod.  .hi  I  they  irere  all  omazetl, 
and  were  in  doubt,  sayint'  one  to  another.  It  hat  j 
meaneth  this  ‘  j 

Now  [  (Jo  not  tliink  it  U  possiliJc  to  imni;ine  any  j 
fact  more  decisively  iiiiracnloiis  ilian  this.  M  id  it  { 
been  only  one  foiei"n  l.iimiiage  that  tlie>e  men  liad  j 
undertaken  to  speak  so  snddenlv,  it;i;i"ht  have  h(cn 
possible,  tliat,  lia\in^  [irepared  t'.cnisibes  ht  l'orc  ' 
hand,  and  ass^ted  one  another,  tin  y  miuht,  in  'Oiiie 
measure,  liave  succeeded.  Hot  the  scirte  on  Nvhi<  li 
this  miracle  was  pertonned  wa-<  iiuich  too  i^icat  for 
the  purpose  of  iinpostin  c.  For  hy  one  or  other  of 
the  company  cverv  known  lan^na"e,  was  spoken, 
and  {HJisons  to  wlioni  tire  lanmiai^es  were  native, 
were  the  jn>ige>  of  tlieir  spc.tkin;'  them  eoneetly, 
and  by  no  means  piedi-posed  to  nialie  a  repoit  in 
favour  of  tlie  speakers. 

Tire  effect  cone-ponded  to  this  wonderful  event. 
Had  there  been  any  t  i<  k  in  it,  it  would  soon  have 
been  exposed.  Ihit  some,  who  understood  not  the 
langnaic,  saying  that  tho  c  who  spake  them  were 
drunk,  Peter  addressed  them  in  so  forcible  a  man¬ 
ner  on  the  subjeit  of  tho  death  and  rcsurrei  tion  of 
Jesus,  of  which  all  the  company  present  dei dared 
themselves  witnes-es,  that  three  tliousand  jMTsons 
immediately  avowed  themselves  converts,  and  were 
baptized.  The  manner  in  which  I'eter  spake  con¬ 
cerning  Jesus,  and  his  miracles,  the  particulars  of 
which  he  had  no  occasion  to  enumerate,  or  bring 
any  proof  of,  as  being  well  known  to  all  present,  is 
reinark.ible,  and  such  as  no  imtiostor  would  have 
ventured  upon.  Acts  ii.  2-i.  le  men  of  Israel, 
hear  these  tcords,  Jesus  of  S.,zareth,  j  m  n  (-;>- 
proved  of  God,  among  you,  by  miracles,  and  won¬ 
ders,  an  t  signs,  which  (aid  did  by  him,  in  the 
jnidst  of  you,  us  ye  yourselves  alio  know;  him, 
being  delivered  by  the  determin  ile  counsel  owl 
foreknowledge  of  God,  ye  h  we  taken, ,.«(/  by  n  ick¬ 
ed  h  Dills  /(.re  crucified  and  si, in.  This  Jesus 
hath  God  raised  up,  whereof  we  oil  art  witnesses,  i 

Was  it  possible  to  have  made  so  many  convert-, ! 
if  either  the  fact  of  speaking  wltli  unknown  tongue-,  ■ 
or  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  so  contidenily  appealed  j 
to,  could  have  beett  di-puted  ?  And  the  eifcet  of 
this  address  upon  the  jreopic  in  general,  vvlio  did 
not  choose  to  he  baptized,  and  tliiis  publiely  join 
themselves  to  the  society  of  ('liristians,  (Correspond¬ 
ed  to  the  truth  of  it.  V’er.  Id,  Pear  c.,nie  upon 
every  soul.  As  to  the  faith  of  the  professed  di-ci- 
ples,  who  were  greatly  increased,  it  appeared  by  it- 
fniits  to  be  of  the  firmest  kind.  Vcr.  41,  Then 
they  that  gl  idly  received  the  word  were  h.iptiied, 
and  the  Siime  diy  there  were  added  unto  them 
about  three  thousand  souls,  .dnd  they  ronlinutd 
steadfastly  tn  the  apostles'  doctrine  and  fellow¬ 
ship,  aui  in  breaking  of  bre  id,  and  in  prayer.— 
Jhvl  they  that  believed  were  together,  awl  had  all 
thinfcs  common,  and  soli  their  possessions  and 

Cds,  and  pirted  them  to  all  men,  as  every  one 
need.  »ind  they  continued  daily  with  one  ac¬ 
cord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from  house 
to  house,  did  eut  their  bread  with  gladness  and 


singUne.is  of  heart,  praising  God,  and  having  fo- 
vovrwith  all  the  people.  And  the  Isird  added  to 
the  church  doily  sink  us  should  be  saved. 

Such  w  as  the  great  and  singular  miracle  by  w  lii<  h 
the  truth  of  Chri'tianity  w.as  first  atte-ted,  after  the 
isrcnsion  of  .Icsus ;  and  this  species  of  miniclc  waj 
not  (  onfmed  to  this  memorable  day  bi.t  continiiefi 
to  be  a  standing  miracle  in  the  (  hri-ti  ui  chiirih. 
prob.ably  during  the  life  time  of  tlie  apo-tles ;  so 
that  tlicre  was  sunirient  opportunity  of  examining 
the  reality  of  it.  It  was,  hy  wav  of  riiiineiicc,  tle- 
nomini'tcd  the  elft  of  the  .spirit,  and  was  alway- 
conferred  on  the  di-i  iples  by  the  laying  on  of  the 
li.inds  of  tlie  apostle- ;  being  tlie  only  mir.irlc  that 
maybe  said  to  liive  been,  in  a  niaruu  r,  in  tlieir 
own  power.  'I  be  apo  tie  I'aul,  writing  to  the  (.o- 
lintliiniis,  -peak-  of  it  a-  well  known  to,  and  .-ceni- 
ii._ly  (‘xperienced  by,  mo  t  of  tliem  ;  a-  exen  i-id 
in  bi-  .ili-ein  c,  and  agua.t  eau>e  of  o'-tent.iiioii  with 
m.mv  of  tliem.  Wiiting  to  the  (ialatiairs,  fit.  ii.  -2, 
he  appeal-  to  tiiis  gift  o(  the  spii  it  as  given  to  them 
in  eon-etiur  nce  ol  the  preaching  ol  the  gospel,  atid 
not  any  tiling  that  they  derived  from  their  ob-erv- 
ance  of  the  law  of  Mo-cs.  .\nd  yet,  hoth  in  the 
foiinthiaii  f  hurcli,  and  among  the  (l.ilatiaiis,  there 
were  many  vvlio  tindervalucd  thi-  apo-tle,  and  who 
were  de-iroiis  to  set  up  themselve-  and  others  above 
him.  Would  he  then  have  dared  to  appeal,  in  hi- 
vindication,  to  a  fact  that  was  known  to  have  no 
foundation?  It  is  what  no  man  in  his  senses  would 
have  (lone. 

The  history  or  the  proniiilgation  of  Christianity 
hy  tlie  apo-tlcs  does  not  appear  to  be  so  crowded 
with  miracles  as  tliat  of  Je-n-,  if  vve  except  the 
ahove-nicntioncd  standing  mira(  le  of  the  gift  oi 
tongue-,  which  seems  to  iiave  been  imparted  to  h1- 
mo-t  all  the  converts.  But  tlie  public  niitiistry  ol 
Jcsits  vva-  of  a  short  duration,  aiul  that  of  the  a(K)v- 
tles  was  of  many  years  continuance.  It  is  probable, 
al'O,  that,  as  vva-  tho  case  with  respect  to  Jesus,  only 
the  more  rcmaikahle  of  the  eases  arc  recorded. — 
But  the-e  deserve  partiuilar  attention,  being  such 
a-  no  iiniui'tors  would  have  ventured  it|)on,  espe¬ 
cially  the  first,  Ch.  iii.  2,  which  was  the  instaiitane- ' 
OILS  aiiil  perfect  cine  of  a  man  vvlio  had  been  lanie 
from  Ills  birth,  and  who  was  then  forty  years  old. — 
It  i- piohable,  al-o,  that  he  had  been  , the  greate-t 
part  of  his  life  accustomed  to  bep  at  tlie  gate  of  the 
temple,  so  that  no  ease  of  real  and  incur.iblu  lame¬ 
ness  could  well  have  heen  better  known. 

\Vheii  this  man  asked  alms  of  Peter  and  John, 
as  be  did  of  otlieis,  when  tliey  were  about  to  go  in¬ 
to  the  temple.  Peter,  no  doubt  feeling  a  divine  iin- 
pul-e,  said  to  him.  Acts  ili.  H,  Silver  ond  gold  have 
I  none,  but  such  os  I  have  give  I  thee.  In  the 
name  if  Jesus  Christ  of  Nozoreth,  rise  up  and 
w  .Ik,  ond  t,.king  him  by  the  hand,  he  instanthf 
Paptd  up,  stood,  and  w.  Iked,  and  entered  with 
them  into  the  temple,  le  ping,  and  walking,  ond 
pr  i.s/wg  GchI.  And  this  ui  the  presence  of  a  great 
crowd  of  people. 

Silt'll  an  event  as  this  natuially  brought  together 
a  great  eoneoiirse  of  people  ;  and  Peter  took  the 
opportunity  of  addressing  them,  as  before,  on  the 
subject  of  the  death  of  Jcsiis  and  his  rcsiirrectiun, 
of  whirli  he  again  declared  himselves  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  to  be  witnesses ;  and  said  tliat  it  was  not  by 
any  virtue  or  power  of  their  ow  n,  but  by  faith  in  him, 
that  this  ininicle  had  heen  pcjftKmed.  lie  farther 
assured  them  that,  though  Jcsiis  was  ascended  into 
heaven,  he  would  return  at  the  time  of  the  restitu¬ 
tion  of  all  things,  sprsken  of  hy  the  prophets. 

This  niiracie,  followed  by  this  proper  address, 
produced  a  great  addition  to  the  number  of  profes- 
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-••(l  dlsciples,  who  now  amounted  to  five  tlionsund 
men.  What  put  the  reality  of  the  miracle  pu^t  all 
dispute,  was  the  behaviour  of  the  great  council  of 
tlie  nation  upon  the  occasion.  For  Peter  and  John 
being  called  to  appear  before  them,  for  preaching 
in  so  public  a  manner,  they  bohlly  declared,  that 
the  miracle  was  performed  in  the  name  of  JeNii'  ol 
Na/arcth,  whom  tliey  had  cnicilietl,  but  whom  (lod 
had  raised  from  the  dead;  and  the  man  who  had 
biifu  lame  being  present,  they  had  nothing  to  reply . 
They  therefore  contented  tiienisvlvcs  w.ih  threat¬ 
ening  them,  and  i  harging  them  not  to  preach  any 
more  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  But  Peter  and  John 
openly  refused  to  obey  such  an  order,  declaring 
tliat  they  would  obey  (lod  rather  than  man.  The 
embarrassment,  and  the  whole  conduct  of  these 
magistrates  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  suppo-ing 
the  truth  of  the  fa' t.  The  story  i>  iJso  tol  l  with 
the  gre.ite  t  siuipllcity,  .\cts  ir.  l.J.  “Now  win  n 
they  saw  the  bolilnes'  of  I'cter  and  John,  and  per¬ 
ceived  that  they  were  unle  irned  and  iguor.u.t  im  n. 
they  marvelled,  and  they  took  knowledge  of  the  ui 
tliat  they  hail  been  with  jesus.  And  hehol  ling  the 
man  who  was  liealed  standing  witli  them,  tiiey  could 
say  nothing  against  it.  But  when  they  h  id  i  iim- 
inanJed  them  to  go  aside,  out  of  the  i  ouneil,  they 
conferred  among  tiiemsehes ;  saying.  What  'h.dl 
we  do  to  these  men  ;  for  that  indeed  a  notable  nn- 
racle  hath  been  done  by  them  is  maniie  t  to  all  | 
them  that  dwell  in  Jerusalem,  and  we  cannot  deny  { 
it.  But  that  it  s|)iead  no  farther  among  the  people,  ' 
let  us  str<iitly  threaten  them,  tint  they  speak  hence- ! 
forth  no  more  in  this  name.  And  tiiey  called  them,  j 
and  cominanJerl  them  not  to  speak  at  ail,  nor 


t  ftf  if,  but  trkin  ue  had  opened  ue  found  no  wuui 
within,  mind  presently  other  persons  come,  and 
s..il,  lie  hold  the  men  whom  ye  put  in  prison  are 
stunJingin  the  temple,  and  teaching  the  people. 

[7b  he  Continued.] 

SERMonr 

Delirered  in  .Mr.  Potter's  .Meeting-house,  by 
llhv.  Ain.  AUrkav. 

{Concluded  troinp.  112.) 

But  the  adversary  of  man  may  tempt  you 
to  imiuirc,  what  advantage  sfiall  we  derive 
from  being  found  in  the  paths  of  rectitude  1 
and  what  have  \vc  to  fear  if  we  should  not  ? 

1  -t.  If  you  btdieve  not  Clod,  you  will  remain 
under  tlie  dominion  of  liim,  who  was  a  liar 
frotn  tho  beginning,  and  continuing  subjects 
of  till'  prince  of  darkness,  you  will  walk  as 
cliiUlrcn  ufdurkncs.s,  and  you  are  consetpicnlly 
slaves,  the  worst  of  slaves,  stimulated  by  the 
spirit  of  bondage,  to  augmenting  fears,  whicli 
fears  liave  turmi  lit ;  and  if  you  should  be  .so 
hardened  as  to  live  and  die,  in  a  state  of  in¬ 
sensibility,  the  period  will  however  arrive, 
when  anguish  will  take  hold  of  your  spirits, 

I  anguish  iiiiinitely  beyond  any  thing  of  which 
you  or  1  can  perceive,  and  tliis  not  as  a  pun- 
isliment  for  transgressions  ;  certainly  not,  our 
iniquities  were  laid  upon  the  Lamb  of  Clod, 
and  lie,  by  dying  to  expiate,  hath  taken  away 


preach,  in  tlie  name  of  Je,io.  But  Peter  ami  John 
answered  and  said  unto  them,  Whether  it  be  liglit 
in  the  sight  of  (lod,  to  In  ii  ken  unto  you,  ratiiei 
llum  unto  (lod,  judge  yo  ;  for  w  e  cannot  but  pe.ik 
the  things  which  we  have  seen  and  heard.  So  when 
they  had  farther  th  eatened  ihein,  they  ietthem  go, 
finding  nothing  how  they  might  pimi-h  them,  be 
cause  of  the  people  ;  for  all  men  glo  ilieil  (lod  for 
that  which  wa-,  done.  For  the  m  in  wa>  above  f.uty 
year.,  old  on  whom  this  mi  ai  lc  of  In  iliug  wa>  shew¬ 
ed.”  This  public  miracle  wa  iimre  fhati  any  oilier 
in  proof  of  the  divine  mi. non  and  ie,uiic‘i  tioii  of 
Jesui,  and  nothing  could  h  ue  been  more  unexcep¬ 
tionable  and  ylo  i  ive. 

The  presence  of  (lod  with  tlie  apo^tles  was  aw¬ 
fully  witiie^si  d  in  the  lieatlis  of  \iiani  is  ,ind  .S  ip- 
pbira,  who  would  have  imposed  mion  tin  m  witli  les- 
peet  to  the  price  of  a  poN-essioii  wiiieli  they  lia  I 
sold,  and  pretended  to  have  wholly  given  to  the 
coinnion  stock  of  tlie  cliureli.  I’pon  tbiN  it  i..  said, 
Aetsv.  li.  liy  the  h  .n  ls  of  the  i  postles  Were 
m  uy  signs  and  wonders  wrousrht  •  man g  the  peo- 
pif,  insomuch  th  t  they  brought  forth  the  sick,  into 
the  streets,, ind  I  dd  them  on  beds  ■  nd  rouritt-i. 
th  ,t  ut  te  ,st  the  sin, low  of ,  Peter  p,ssing  by 
might  oversh  iduw  some  of  them.  /'here  came 
also  II  multitude  out  of  the  cities  round  ,.bout  Je¬ 
rusalem,  bringing  sick  folks,  and  them  th  t  were 
vered  irith  uncle  .n  sjnrits,  utid  they  were  healed 
every  one. 

Upon  this  the  high-priest,  and  the  mlcrs  of  the 
nation,  were,  as  might  have  been  expected,  more 
exas|)er.i»ed  than  ever;  and  still  hoping  to  subdue 
tliem  by  tenor,  they  put  them  in  primn.  Acts  v.  18; 
but  .in  the  night  they  were  mirieuloii'ly  set  at  liber¬ 
ty  ;  and  when  they  were  sent  for  to  appear  before 
the  conneil,  the  judges  were  informtii  that  they 
were  teaching  in  the  temple.  And  the  officers  who 
had  been  sent  to  conduct  them  into  liie  court  said, 
Ver.  2d,  The  prison  truly  found  we  shut  with  all 


the  tfiii  of  the  world.  But  you  will  set  in  dark¬ 
ness,  where  there  will  be  no  light,  and  your 
sull’erings  will  be  the  natural  effect  of  this 
soul-terrifyiiig  cause.  Ves,  assuredly,  llic 
time  will  come  when  you  will  find  it  no  light 
thing  to  niakcdod  a'liar,  and  I  can  hardly 
wish  you  a  greater  blessing,  than  to  bccotiie 
.■'C'li'-ihle  of  the  disadvantages  those  labour  un¬ 
der,  who  jtass  through  life  without  any  trust 
in,  or  dejiendence  upon  a  Uod  of  grace  and 
truth. 

iteverse  this  picture,  and  you  will  trace 
the  sacred  pb  asurcs  derived  from  glorifying 
(■ml  in  your  i  pirits.  Is  it  not  pleasant  to  walk 
in  tlie  light,  to  he  delivered  from  fear,  to  bc- 
hold  the  Creator  of  your  frame,  the  Kodeem- 
er  of  your  spirit,  as  a  tender,  kind,  compas¬ 
sionate  Fatlier ;  to  be  able  to  look  death  in 
the  face  with  composure,  to  have  the  heart 
fixed,  constantly  trusting  in  (iod  ;  in  one  word, 
to  join  issue  with  the  I'salniist,  and  experi- 
nientally  to  say,  “  O  Lord,  blessed  is  the  man 
who  trnsteth  in  thee  f" 

2d.  With  respect  to  glorifying  God  in  our  , 
bodies,  wliich  are  his.  'I’he  advantages  arc, 

I  had  almost  said,  innumerable,  and  the  dis¬ 
advantages,  in  not  seeking  the  glory  of  God, 
as  apparent,  and  as  countless.  The  sluggard 
shall  be  clothed  with  rags.  Children  left  to 
themselves  bring  their  parents  to  shame  ;  nay, 
they  will  oftencr  regard  their  parents  with  ab- 
horence,  and  too  probably  bring  their  grey 
Ivairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 

But  the  truth  is,  there  is  no  sin,  which  is 
not  accompanied  by  sorrow ;  w  c  are  deluded 
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if  we  believe  that  suffering  is  not  the  conse¬ 
quence,  the  immediate  consequence  of  sin 
even  in  this  vi-orlJ.  There  are  who  swallow 
iniquity  with  greediness,  they  promise  them¬ 
selves  enjoyment  in  the  present  state,  and  they 
exclaim,  we  know  nothing  of  any  other.  Yet 
it  is  an  uncontrovertible  Ihct,  that  the  way  of 
the  transgn-ssor  is,  even  here,  very  hard.  Does 
the  petty  robber,  does  the  highwa)  man  derive 
as  much  pleasure  from  stealing,  from  violence, 
and  as  it  may  happen  from  blood,  as  he  does 
pain  in  suffering  ?  Hut  grant,  that  for  a  sea¬ 
son,  he  escapes  the  hand  of  justice,  is  p^eace 
his  power  1  does  he  secure  enjoyment  ?  No, 
verily  no,  his  guilty  soul  starts  at  the  .*^haking 
of  a  leaf,  and  he  frequently  runs  when  no  one 
pursneth.  Hut,  as  it  generally  hai>pens,  should 
he  be  brought  to  justice,  slirndd  the  prison 
doors  close  upon  him,  no  hand  to  help,  no  ey<‘ 
to  pity  ;  considered  by  his  species  a  man  of 
crimes,  whom  it  is  the  interest  of  society  to 
punish,  or  pt-rhaps  cut  off  from  among  tliem, 
a  candidate  for  the  lash,  or  the  halter.  Be- 
Itold  the  wretch  detested  by  all,  and  then  ask, 
what  are  the  disadvantages  attendant  upon 
the  service  of  sin  ?  Yes,  it  will  ever  be  true,  it 
is  impossible  to  sin  with  advantage,  and  tlie 
recompense  of  guilt  is  misery. 

Hut  it  will  be  asked,  what  can  wo  sufl'er  for 
not  attending  public  worship?  It  is  impossible 
to  say  how  much.  What  would  your  grounds 
produce,  if  loll  witliout  the  cultivating  care  of 
the  lords  of  the  soil?  Instead  of  fields  stand¬ 
ing  thick  with  corn,  we  should  behold  the 
prickling  thorn,  and  noxious  briar.  'I'hc  bar¬ 
ren  prosp)ect  would  present  nothing  pleasing, 
nothing  profitable,  either  fw  man  or  beast. — 
So,  just  so,  the  inhabitants  of  tho  earth,  with-i 
out  the  cultivating  hand  of  instruction,  with¬ 
out  social  worship,  or  scho<jls,  those  polisluTs 
of  the  mind  and  manners,  the  people  would 
soon,  very  soon,  <legenerate  into  savages,  and 
live  in  constant  dread  of  each  other  ;  but,  blest 
with  these  auspicious  aids,  the  human  mind 
becomes  productive,  and  pleasant  as  a  well  ] 
watered  garden  ;  and  mental  fruits  and  flow- 1 
ers  reward  the  labourer’s  toil  | 

Through  yonder  open  casement,  I  behold 
the  grave  of  a  man,  the  recollection  of  whom  | 
swells  my  heart  w  ith  gratitude,  and  fills  my  j 
eyes  with  tears.  There  sleeps  the  sacred  \ 
dust  of  him  who  well  understood  the  advan¬ 
tages  resulting  from  the  public  worship  of  the 
true  God.  There  rests  the  ashes  of  him,  who 
glorified  God  in  his  body,  and  in  his  spirit, 
which  he  well  knew  were  the  l.ord’s.  lie 
believed  he  was  bought  with  a  price,  and  there- 1 
fore  he  declared  that  all  he  was,  and  had,! 
were  righteously  due  to  the  God,  who  had  cre¬ 
ated,  and  purchased  him  with  a  price,  all 
price  beyond.  There  rests  the  precious  dust 
of  the  friend  of  strangers,  whose  hospitable 
doors  were  ever  open  to  the  destitute,  and  him 
who  had  none  to  relieve  his  sufferings.  1 
myself  >ras  once  tlirowa  on  these  shores  a 


desolate  stranger,  this  Christian  man  brougld 
me  to  his  habitation  God,  (said  he,)  hath 
blessed  me,  he  has  given  me  more  than  a  com¬ 
petency,  and  he  has  given  me  a  heart  to  de¬ 
vote  myself,  and  all  that  1  have  to  him.  I  have 
huilt  a  place  for  his  name  and  worship,  I 
would,  continued  the  faithful  man,  erect  this 
I  temple  myself,  with  what  God  had  given  me, 
my  neighbours  would  have  lent  their  aid,  Imt 
I  refused  as.><istancc  from  any  one  ;  I  would 
myself  build  the  house,  that  God  might  be 
worshipped  witiioiil  contention,  without  inter- 
j  ruption,  tliat  ho  niiglif  be  worsliipped  by  all, 

I  wliom  he  sliuuld  vouch.safe  to  semi. 

I  'I'his  elegant  house,  my  friends,  the  first 
!  friemls  who  hailed  my  arrival  in  this  country  ; 
this  elegant  house,  with  it.s  adjoining  grove,  is 
I  yours.  'I’he-  faithful  founder  bequeathed  it 
'  tome,  that  none  of  you  may  be  deprived  of  it. 
j  His  «lusl  reposes  clo.«e  to  the  inoniiment  of  his 
j  piety  ;  he  shewed  you  by  his  life,  what  it  was 
I  to  glorify  God  in  body  and  spirit;  and  he  has 
left  yon  this  house,  that  yon  may  assemble 
liere  together,  li.sten  to  the  voice,  and  unite  to 
chant  the  praises  of  tlie  God  who  created, 
who  has  bought  you  with  a  price,  and  who  will 
preserve  you. 

Dear  faithful  man,  when  last  I  stood  in  this 
place,  he  was  present  among  the  assembly  of 
I  the  people.  I  marked  his  glistening  eye,  it 
I  always  glistened  at  the  rmplialic  name  of  Je- 
I  sus — Kven  now  I  behold  in  imagination,  lii.s 
j  venernhh!  connlenancc  ;  benignity  is  seated 
I  on  his  brow,  his  mind  is  apparently  opr  n  and 
cunliding ;  tran(|niiity  re|)oseth  upon  his  fea- 
1  tures,  and  tho  i“xpr('ssion  of  each  varying  emu- 
j  tion,  evinceth  that  faith  which  is  the  parent  of 
I  enduring  [leacc,  of  that  peace  which  passeth 
I  ninlerslaiiding. 

I  I.el  ns,  iiiy  fi  lends,  imitate  his  philanthropy, 

I  his  piety,  liis  elmrily.  1  may  nexT  again  meet 
[  yon,  until  we  unite  to  swell  the  loinl  hallelu¬ 
jah,  beforj*  the  throne  «)f  (iod.  Hutto  hear 
of  your  faith,  of  your  perseverance,  of  your 
brotlierly  love,  of  your  works  of  charity,  will 
ln'iglitcu  my  enjoyments,  and  soothe  my  sot- 
I  rows,  even  to  the  verge  of  my  mortal  pilgrim¬ 
age.  Ace<-pt  my  prayers  in  your  behalf,  and 
let  us  unite  to  supplicate  our  common  God  and 
Father,  for  the  mighty  blessing  of  his  protec¬ 
tion. 

■  -  ■  I  i  ■  -  _ 
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Tnoy,  Satcruay,  JA^x'ARY  5,  1858 

(ioOD  NEWS  FROM  THE  HaST. 

We  kam  from  the  Christian  Intelligencer,  that 
the  Rev.  James  Colley,  Jr.  of  Gray,  (Me.)  has  re¬ 
cently  become  a  believer  in  the  final  salvation  of  all 
the  purchased  possession,  and  is  now  a  preacher  of 
this  doctrine. 

Dedication. — The  Christian  Intelligencer  brings 
iofonoation  of  the  dedication  of  the  Union 
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Meeting  Hoiue,”  recently  erected  in  ReadAeld, 
(Me.)  Dedicatory  sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Sylvanus  Cobb,  of  Waterville,  which  took 
place  on  the  I  &th  iilt. 

The  Ch.  Intelligencer  also  for  Dec.  2Ist 
ult.  announces  the  constitution  of  two  churches  re¬ 
cently  formed  ;  one  in  Portland,  and  the  other  in 
the  town  of  Union,  (Me.)  The  former  has  com- 
nicnced  under  prosperous  circumstances. — An  ac¬ 
count  of  the  latter  is  given  below.  In  this  town 
from  the  same  paper,  we  learn  that  the  .\nti-Univer- 1 
salist,  an  ungenerous  publication,  sent  out  from  | 
Protidence,  R.  I.  a  short  tinre  since,  had  17  (tatrons 
then,  but  now  only  ^2 — well. 

FROM  THE  CHRISTIA.V  INTELI.IGENCER. 

REVIVALS  OF  RELIGIO.N. 

Br.  Drew  : — As  we  are  unitedly  engaged 
in  the  same  glorious  cause,  laboring  to  spread 
the  heart-cheering  truth  of  universal  grace 
and  salvation ;  I  trust  your  readers  will  he 
gratified  to  hear  of  the  prosperity  of  that  mer¬ 
ciful  doctrine  among  us. — 'Phe  first  IJniver- 
>alist  Society  in  I'uitm  held  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  about  three  weeks  since.  Its  numbers  on 
that  day  were  increa.sed  one  half  By  this 
accession  nearly  ^60, 0(H)  were  added  to  its 
support. — This  is  truly  strengthening  our 
hands,  and  encouraging  our  hearts.  This  So¬ 
ciety  is  now'  perhaps  as  wealthy  and  flourish¬ 
ing  according  to  its  numbers  as  any  one  in  j 
this  State,  reckoning  those  established  in  farm¬ 
ing  towns. 

On  Saturday  the  19th  Nov.  a  church  was 
formed,  anrl  thirty-five  Christian  members  were 
added,  the  principal  part  of  whom  were  in 
rtf^uhtr  Htanding  in  other  ehurclies,  and  have 
never  forfeited  that  staniliti;'.  On  Sunday, 
Nov.  25th  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper 
was  administered.  The  audience  was  numer¬ 
ous  and  solemn.  A  full  invitation  was  ex¬ 
tended  to  those,  of  other  churches,  who  were 
in  regular  standing,  and  complied  with.  None 
of  the  members  are  under  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  enlightened  part  of  community  begin 
to  see,  that  religion  does  not  consist  in  being 
driven,  to  do  some  outward  duties,  by  the 
threatenings  of  an  endless  hell.  God  requires 
the  hearts  of  his  creatures.  To  love  him  su¬ 
premely,  and  each  other  affectionately,  is  the 
only  rational  incentive  to  induce  men  to  per¬ 
form  the  sacred  duties  they  owe  their  Crea¬ 
tor  and  the  creatures  of  his  production.  "If 
we  love  God  we  will  keep  his  commandments.” 
—How  can  this  love  be  produced  as  long  as 
the  character,  of  tluit  venerable  Being  whom 
we  adore,  is  held  up  to  the  imagination  in  all 
the  vindictive  vengeance  of  a  demon  ?  How 
can  a  man  be  frightened  to  love  ?  He  cannot. 
Of  what  use  then  is  it  that  our  limitarian 
brethren  are  holding  up  gospel  conditions  to 
men  1  What  free-agency  has  any  man  to  love 
what  appears  hateful,  or  to  hate  what  appears 


lovely  ?  None.  Let  them  then  never  idly 
hope  to  produce  love  in  the  heart  of  any  being 
created  by  the  Almighty  power  as  long  as 
they  hold  up  his  character  in  an  unfavorable 
light  to  them. 

By  the  revolting  denunciations  of  endless 
misery  they  may  frighten  the  young,  and  the 
feeble  mindt'd,  and  cause  them  to  fall  down 
and  worship  they  know  not  what ;  and  for  a 
while,  perhaps,  they  will  continue  the  round 
of  external  duties  in  all  the  horror  of  distrac¬ 
tion,  and  never  once  stop  to  listen  to  the  still 
small  voice,  which  caused  the  Prophet  to  wrap 
his  face  in  his  mantle.  But  alas  !  their  fears 
subside  ;  their  over-heated  imaginations  are 
lover-cooled,  and  they  sink  hack  to  a  more 
!  careless  state  than  before,  and  thus  furnisk 
the  infidel  with  weapons  of  argumentation  a* 
gainst  the  Christian  religion! 

’Phe  moral  tendency  of  such  reformations 
is  becoming  more  and  more  conspicuous  ;  and 
the  time  cannot  he  far  distant  w  hen  endless 
misery  w  ill  cease  to  be  used  as  an  instrument 
to  drive  men  to  holiness.  Men  will  cease  to 
despise  the  riches  of  God's  goodness,  and 
learn  "  that  the  gootlness  of  God  leadeth  to 
repentance.” 

PHII.ORHONJF.t'S. 

The  Olive  Bhvsi  h  bearing  date  Dec.  22d  ult. 
contains  an  article  intended  as  a  reprimand  to  de- 
faidt  the  Editor  of  the  Evangelical  Repository  in 
not  having  inserted  in  his  paper  “  the  Declaiation 
of  brother  Kneeland  which  was  published  in  the 
Olive  Branch  (No.  ii,)  made  at  the  solicitation  of 
the  ed.  Evan.  Rep.” 

It  is  true,  that  when  I  was  in  New-York  at  the 
last  Session  of  the  Iltidsoti  River  Association,  I  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  that  Br.  Kneeland  should  make  u 
declaration  of  his  faith,  because  some  doubts  ha»l 
existed  and  were  expressed  in  regard  to  Ids  confi¬ 
dence  in  Divine  Revelation  ;  and  being  confiilent 
tint  the  order  in  which  he  was  an  accredited  preach¬ 
er  must  suffer  much,  and  that  unnecessarily,  if  some 
measures  were  not  adopted  to  counteract  the  intlu- 
ence  which  these  reports  had  occasioned.  I  pre¬ 
sumed  that  any  statement  that  Br.  Kneeland  should 
make  respecting  his  faith,  wmdd  bo  sati.sfactory  to 
the  public.  It  was  because  I  felt  to  desire  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  Br.  Kneeland  and  the  grjod  of  the  cause, 
that  I  made  this  request.  But,  1  am  not  faulted 
for  making  this  request,  but  fur  not  giving  publicity 
to  tlie  declaration  in  my  paper,  when  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  I  would.  I  know  not  but  I  promised  to 
publish  a  "  declaration”  which  might  be  made.— 
I  am  sure  I  have  not  been  unwilling  to  do  it,  nor 
am  I  now ;  but  I  had  forgotten  having  promised  to 
publish  any  other  declaration  than  what  is  found  in 
the  minutes  of  the  //.  H.  .Association.  But  when 
this  "  declaration”  came  out,  I  pur])osed  to  insert  it, 
but  through  the  multitude  of  cares  it  was  forgotten, 
until  reminded  by  the  abuvementioned  brief  reproof. 
The  declaration  is  as  follows 
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From  the  Olive  llRANru. 
Declaration  ok  Br.  A.  Kneeland,  in  re¬ 
gard  TO  HIH  KAITH  AND  MODE  UK  I’KEACTI- 

INU. 

Whereas,  notwithstanding  iny  admission 
into  the  fcllowsiiip  of  the  General  Convention 
of  IJniversalists  of  the  New-England  States 
and  others,  twenty-four  years  ago,  and  that  I 
am  at  this  time,  a  member  of  five  or  six  dilfer- 
ent  Universalist  Churches  or  Societies,  and 
(with  one  exception)  so  far  as  I  know',  in  good 
standing  with  then  all ;  yet,  strange  to  tell ! 
either  through  misunderstanding  in  the  first 
place,  or  misrepresentation  in  the  second,  the 
soundness  of  my  faith  has  been  called  in  ques¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  proofs,  either  of  the  insincerity 
of  my  profession,  or  else  the  want  of  souiuhiess 
in  my  mind,  had  become  so  apparent,  and  so 
alarming  to  many  of  my  brethren,  that  it  was 
thought  that  a  renewal  of  my  public  profes¬ 
sion,  had  become  absolutely  neces.sary ;  to 
quiet  not  only  the  public  mind,  but  also  the 
minds  of  many  of  my  friends,  respecting  it : 
and  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  Hudson 
River  Association,  and  even  my  ticcusers,  have 
voted  unanimously  that  my  declaration,  or 
“Concession,”  as  they  were  pleasi-d  to  call  it, 
“  was  satisfactory yet,  nevertheless,  as  some 
may  still  find  it  difficult  in  their  minds  to  re¬ 
concile  my  declaration,  as  published  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Hudson  Iliver  Association, 
with  some  things  which  come  from  my  pen, 
and  may  wish  to  have  some  more  4nformation 
on  the  subject : 

Therefore, — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  a 
more  full,  explicit,  and  definite  declaration,  in 
regard  to  this  im|>ortant  subject,  than  what  1 
have  ev€‘r  before  published. 

In  the  first  place,  I  wish  the  reader  to  keep 
constantly  in  mind  our  general  profession  and 
belief,  as  also  the  declaration  to  which  I  have 
already  subscribed,  and  not  suffer  himself  to 
think,  even  for  a  moment,  that  any  thing  which 
I  now  write  militates,  in  my  own  mind,  in  the 
least  degree,  against  the  truth  of  what  is  there 
declared.  With  this  caution,  1  shall  first  state 
what  1  do  not  believe. 

1.  I  do  not^believe  that  the  evidence  of  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  recorded  in 
the  New  'restament,  is  so  full,  clear,  and  con¬ 
clusive,  as  it  might  liave  been.  Hut  still,  it 
may,  on  the  whole,  answer  the  purpose  of  Di¬ 
vine  wi.<idom  better  than  what  it  could  have 
done  if  the  evidences  had  been  more  clear. — 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  had  the 
wisdom  of  God  so  designed,  the  evidence 
might  have  been  so  clear,  as  to  have  convert¬ 
ed  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  notwithstanding 
all  their  prejudices,  and  produced  as  clear 
conviction  in  their  minds,  as  was  produced  in 
the  mind  of  Saul  of  Tarsus.  For  instance,  if 
the  rulers  of  the  Jews,  with  all  the  members 
of  the  Sanhedrim,  together  with  the  disciples, 
had  assembled  at  the  sepulchre,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  third  day,  and  had  found  the  stone  1 


still  scaled,  with  every  thing  in  us  perfect  or¬ 
der  as  they  left  it ;  and  if  the  angel  of  God 
had  descended  in  their  presence,  broke  the 
seal,  and  Jesus  had  come  forth,  openly,  before 
them  all,  and  had  showed  himself  openly  and 
publicly  at  Jerusalem,  who  would  have  doubt¬ 
ed,  at  that  time,  of  the  truth  of  his  resurrec¬ 
tion  ?  No  one.  But  so  far  from  this,  the 
whole  of  this  transaction  was  performed  in  a 
way,  and  the  evidence  of  it,  developed  itself 
in  such  a  manner,  that  the  desciples  them¬ 
selves,  according  to  their  own  confession, 
were,  for  some  time,  filled  with  doubts  on  the 
subject.  Is  it  not  a  little  surprising,  that  but 
one  of  the  Evangelists  mentions  the  circinn- 
stance  of  “sealing  the  stone  and  setting  a 
watch  ?”  But,  not  disputing  the  truth  of  it; 
1  ask,  w  hat  could  have  been  the  object  of  this 
seal  f  Not  to  prevent  violence,  certainly  ;  for 
this  it  could  not  «lo;  but  to  prevent  fraud! 
Was  not  the  bare  circumstance,  then,  of  break¬ 
ing  the  seal,  when  no  one  (except  the  soldiers) 
was  present,  calculated,  to  say  the  least,  to 
e.xcite  suspicion  ?  Is  it  not  a  little  strange  that 
the  women  said  nothing  about  this  guard  of 
soldiers,  when  they  said,  “  Who  shall  roll  a- 
way  the  stone  for  us,  from  the  entrance  of  the 
tomb  ?”  Were  they  ignorant  of  this  circum¬ 
stance  ?  and  if  not,  how  could  they  expect  to 
gain  admittance  ?  If  the  Jews  had  under¬ 
stood  what  Jesus  had  said  about  his  resurrec¬ 
tion,  previous  to  his  death,  so  as  to  use  all 
this  precaution,  how  happened  it  that  his  own 
disciples  were  so  little  prepared  for  this  most 
astonishing  event,  and  so  slow  to  believe  it 
when  it  took  place  1  Thus  I  might  go  on,  and 
criticise  upon  many  other  parts  of  these  re¬ 
cords  in  the  same  way,  which  1  am  well  aware, 
would  be  only  calculated  to  raise  doubts,  and 
perhaps  unsettle  the  minds  of  some  sincere 
believers  'I'lie  question  will  then  be  asked, 
Why,  then,  will  yt»u  agitate  these  things,  which 
might  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  suffered  to  rest 
in  quietness  1  Why  endeavor  to  sow  the  seeds 
of  doubts  and  despair,  as  though  the  world 
was  not  already  sufficiently  prone  to  scepti¬ 
cism  1 

I  answer.  Because  the  Christian  clergy 
have  been  such  unskillful  piiysicians  that  they 
have  only  healed  the  wound  slightly,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  probe  it  again  to  the  bottom,  be¬ 
fore  it  can  be  made  perfectly  sound.  It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  let  these  things  rest,  unless  we  can 
prevail  upon  the  people  to  shut  their  eyes  a- 
gainst  all  the  light  there  is  in  the  world  ;  which 
they  will  not  do.  Peojile  will  read,  and  they 
will  examine  for  themselves,  and  it  is  perfect- 
right  that  they  should.  Deists  are  urging 
these  objections  continually,  and  they  are 
finding  their  way  into  almost  every  family : 
some  in  one  way,  and  some  in  another.  It  is 
the  safest  way,  therefore,  to  meet  the  objec¬ 
tions  in  their  fullest  force. 

2.  Now  then,  let  these  objections  bo  urged 
1  with  all  their  weight,  and  still  wc  are  able,  ra- 
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iionally,  to  account  for  the  existence  of  the  j  their  conduct  can  bo  accounted  for  in  no  oth- 
Christiau  religion.  All  the  epistles  of  Paul  or  way,  and  explained  upon  no  other  ground, 
were  written,  (according  to  Dr.  Lardner,  who  Nevertheless,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  1 
IS  generally  conceded  to  be  correct,)  before  am  unable  to  account  for  the  discrepances  in 
any  of  the  flospcls.  They  were  (at  1«  ast  ma-  the  testimony,  otherwise  than  by  supposing, 
ny  of  them)  aihlressed  to  churches;  whielrth>-t  none  of  the  accounts  were  written  by 
churches  must  have  been  established  some  eye-witnesses;  (for  Luke  does  not  pretend  to 
time,  at  least,  before  he  wrote  them.  Now, ;  have  been  an  eye-witness  ;)  but  that  each  one 
on  what  foundation  were  these  churches  built?  w  ho  wrote,  gave  the  best  account  he  could, 
Not  on  the  hooks  of  the  four  Kvangelists,  cer-J  according  to  the  itiformation  he  possessed.  I 
tainlv,  because  they  did  not  evist.  Put  these  |  am  not  alone  in  this  opinion  ;  hut  others,  and 
churches  must  have  been  built  on  a  fact,  or  learned  men  too,  have  had  the  same  opinion 
el.se  on  fiction.  .And,  whatever  we  may  snj  before  me.  See  Kvanson's  Dissonance  on  the 
of  the  people,  the  founders  of  those  churches  ^  fowr  Evangelists. 

must  have  known  what  evidence  they  had  ofl  Thus,  in  the  simplicity  of  my  heart,  I  have 
the  truth  of  what  they  declared ;  that  is,  not  set  forth  what  I  honestly  believe :  and  should 
only  of  the  resurrection  itself,  but  also  of  the  it  constitute  me,  in  the  minds  of  many  of  my 
evidence  of  that  fact.  Books  w  hich  were  not  brethren  unsound  in  faith  and  doctrine  ;  to  such 
written,  and  which  did  not  then  exist,  could  ones  I  would  say,  in  the  language  of  tho  apos- 
have  been  no  evidence  to  them  of  the  truth  tie,  “  Him  that  is  we.vk  in  the  faith,  receive 
of  this  fact,  whatever  they  may  be  to  us. —  jye;  but  not  to  doubtful  disputations.”  Rom. 
Now  suppose  that  there  was  no  real  evidence  xiv.  1.  Let  us,  then,  endeavor,  at  all  times, 
of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  that  this;  and  under  all  circnmstances,  to  “keep  the 
was  all  known  to  the  apostles,  how  is  it  I’Os^i-  !  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace.” 


ble  to  account  for  their  conduct  ?  This  is 
what  Deists  have  never  done  ;  it  is  what  they 
have  never  attempted  to  do  ;  and  it  is  what 


K. 


(josprt  Preacher. — A  periodical  by  this  title  is 

the'y  never  v^ilT  succeed  in”do’iug,''should  they  f^i'  ^ering,  at  Provi 

attempt  it  dcnce,  R.  L  It  L  to  be  issued  on  the  first  of  eacl 


3.  Here,  then,  the  humble  Christian  may  month.— Ear  h  number  is  to  contain  two  sermons 
rest  the  foundation  of  his  hope,  on  a  ground  bom  Universalist  Preachers,  at  S1,00  per  annum, 
that  never  can  be  shaken  ;  because  if  there  The  first  number  is  received,  ;md  if  this  b  a  sample 
ever  was  a  time  in  which  these  facts  could  of  what  i.s  to  come,  it  will  well  sustain  its  title, 
have  been  refuted,  that  time  ha.sgone  by,  and^ 

never  can  return.  All  the  witnesses  are  Deaths  ix  the  uty  of  Trot.— The  whole 
dead,  and  even  did  they  now  exist,  they  could  ‘>‘"’■"8  ^^e  year  en.ling 

give  nothing  more  than  negative  testimony,  superintendant  of  the  burying  ground. 

On  this  hypothesis,  therefore,  there  is  no  ne- 


ccssity  of  undertaking  to  defend  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  tho  books  of  the  New  Testament ;  nor 


Tro^  Buiigtt. 


New  Chirch. — The  first  Society  of  Universal- 

any  of  them  except  those  whose  genuineness  erecting  in  the  village  o(Cti' 

,  ,  II  1  •  *•  •  .1  ca.  anew  I  hurch,  or  Douse  ol  Public  VA  orship  for 

has  never  been  called  in  question,  viz.  the  o.eir  own  accommodation,  and  that  of  their  IVifuds 
Gospel  according  to  Luke,^  the  Acts  of  the  vicinity. — The  House  is  to  be  free  lorHlIdc- 

Apostles,  and  the  known  Epistle  of  Paul. —  nominations  of  clinstians,  when  requested  by  any 
And  even  these  may  have  some  early  iiiterpo-  one  or  more  who  shall  contribute  to  its  erection, 
lations  which  it  would  be  imjKissihle  now  to  and  when  not  occupied  by  the  Society, 
detect.  The  others  may  contain  much  truth  ;  j  Vtiea  M.g. 

and  (except  the  intcrjiolations)  nothing  but 

what  was  believed  at  the  time  they  were  writ-i  pot'TUERN  Co>-ve>tion  of  Imvkrsausts. — The 

ten.  For  it  was  not  the  object  of  the  Evan-  ‘  ‘’•'mposing  the  Southern 

^  All*  1  M/f  I  Convention  oJ  I  niversiilists,  avscmbled  at  the  house 

gehsts  to  prove  what  was  not  believed,  (Luke.  jo,,.,,,,  ^veritt.  Esq.  HiclilancK,  Ondow  <’o. 
i.  I,)  and  to  hand  it  down  to  posterity.  i\owj  \orth  C.'arolina,  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  15, 
for  any  man,  at  any  time,  to  write  a  book  with  j  Proceeded  to  husiia^s. — Adjourned  to  meet  at 
this  view,  and  yet  to  write  things  which  were  Cliiiton,  Sanqrsont'o.  N.  C.  on  the  last  Saturday 
not  “  most  surely  believed,”  at  the  time  they  | J»n'>a'y.  iHiS.—H  ilmington,  A.  V.  Librnilis't. 
were  written,  would  be  the  extreme  of  folly  ;| 

Lotterie.s. — A  Splendid  Lottery  has  just 
been  drawn  in  Rhode-Island  for  the  express 
“  benefit  of  the  IVesU Baptist  Society  in  Frovi- 
dence."  What  must  be  the  condition  of  that 


and  the  book  would  be  rcjcctod  at  once  by  all ; 
and  especially  if  the  most  important  fact  should, 
at  the  time,  be  even  suspected  of  being  erro- 


These  circumstances  convince  me  that  the|fclil?>on  which  is  kept  in  repair  by  the  same 
resurrection  of  Christ,  on  which  fact  alone  I  •ueans  as  we  use  for  repairing  old  bridges  and 
the  primitive  Christian  churches  were  built,  i  Can  there  be  a  greater  libt-l  against 

was  a  fact,  concerning  which  the  apostles  had|*Iuty  and  heaven  than  such  proceedings  ?  Rc- 
noteven  the  shadow  of  a  doubt;  and  that maintained  by  gambling'— RVj/ern /ir. 
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SAORSD  Z.TRE. 


RKFLECTIONS  ON  TIMK. 

There  is  that  dread  invisible. 

Known  by  the  name  of  Time, 

Whose  course  affects  all  earthly  tilings, 

In  every  age  and  clime. 

Whence  arose  this  mighty  current 
Which  flows  so  silently  ? 

Thou  hast  come  down  beyond  the  flood  ; 

Thy  fount  is  eternity. 

Oh  thou  overwhelming  torrent. 

Bearing  ruin  in  thy  course — 

Tlie  flrmest,  fairest  works  of  earth 
Decay  and  crumble  by  thy  force. 

Where’s  the  pride  of  Chaldea’s  glory? 

Where  her  grandeur  and  her  kings  ? 

Judea’s  Princess  tells  the  story ; 

—Great  the  waste  thy  progress  brings. 

But  there’s  a  realm  beyond  thy  sway ; 

A  Throne  thou  cannot  move — 

Should  Earth  and  Sun  fall  in  decay, 

Yet  man  is  safe  in  Love.  Ep. 

LINES  wurrrEN  in  sickness. 

BT  THOMAS  CAMPBKLL. 

Oh  death !  if  there  be  quiet  in  tliine  arms. 

And  I  must  cease — gently,  oh  gently  come 
To  me !  and  let  my  soul  learn  no  alarms, 

But  strike  me,  ere  a  shriek  can  echo,  dumb, 
'Senseless,  and  breathless.  And  thou,  sickly  life. 
If  the  decree  be  writ,  that  I  must  die. 

Do  thou  be  guilty  of  no  needless  strife. 

Nor  pull  me  downwards  to  mortality. 

When  it  were  fitter  I  should  take  a  flight— 

But  whitlier  ?  Holy  pity,  hear,  oh  hear! 

And  lift  me  to  some  far-off  sphere. 

Where  I  may  wander  in  celestial  light ; 

Might  it  be  so — then  would  my  spirit  fear 
To  quit  the  things  I  have  so  loved,  when  seen— 
The  air,  the  pleasant  sun,  the  summer  green— 
Knowing  how  few  would  shed  one  kindly  tear, 
Or  keep  in  mind  that  I  had  ever  been  ? 


BT  CAMPBELL. 

ITnfading  hope,  when  life’s  last  embers  bum, 

Wlien  soul  to  soul  and  dust  to  dust  n'tum ; 
Heaven  to  thy  charge  resigns  the  awful  hour. 

Ah !  then  thy  kingdom  comes,  iiniriort:d  power! 
What  though  each  spark  of  earth  bom  rapture  fly ; 
The  quivenng  lip,  p^e  cheek  and  closing  eye 
Bright  to  thy  soul  thy  seraph  hands  convey 
The  morning  dream  of  life’s  eternal  day ; 

Then,  then  the  trinmph  and  the  tiance  ^gin. 

And  all  the  Ph«nix  spirits  hum  whhin ! 


I  Eternal  hope  !  when  yonder  spheres  sublime, 

I  Peal’d  their  first  notes  to  sound  the  march  of  time, 
.  Thy  joyous  youth  began — but  not  to  fade. 

When  all  thy  sister  planets  have  decayed, 

When  the  last  flames  of  livid  ether  glow. 

And  heaven’s  last  thunders  shake  the  world  below, 
Thou  undismayed  shall  o’er  the  ruin  smile. 

And  light  thy  torch  at  nature’s  funeral  pile. 

Take  Nufurr’A path, and  mad  opinions  leave; 

.4//  states  ran  reach  it,  and  uU  heads  conceive  ; 
Obvious  her  goods,  in  no  extreme  they  dwell ; 
There  needs  but  thinking  right,  and  meaning  well ; 
And,  mourn  our  various  portions  as  we  please. 
K<ntnl  is  rominon  sense  iirui  common  ease. 


DIED,— In  this  city  12th  ult.  Phebe  Caroline, 
daughter  of  Mr  Levi  Munroe,  aged  10  months  and 
27  days. 

On  the  22d  ult.  Frances  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Walter  Cheney,  aged  13  months  and  27  days. 

On  the  20th  nit.  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Archicald  Mitnro,  aged  4  months  and  27  days. 

These  promising  infant  daughters  were  cousins  to 
each  other.  In  their  so  early  and  sudden  departure, 
youthful  and  affectionate  parents  are  much  afflicted. 

There’s  nought  on  earth  can  you  avail. 

Dear  friends,  to  dry  your  tears, 

Except  the  hope  which  Jesus  gives. 

Who  blest  young  babes  and  call’d  them  heirs. 

A  gleam  of  glorj  ’s  purest  light 
Comes  shining  from  the  tomb. 

Its  radiance  rises  to  God’s  Throne, 

Through  clouds  of  darkest  gloom ; 

Now  points  our  faith  to  mansions  blest. 

Where  Christ  the  Saviour  is  ; 

Who  waits  in  glory  to  receive 

His  ransom’d  home  to  bliss.  En. 
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